Silwmen House, HARS Yo. Pa., 217
Scranton, Fenasylvanis .

e o -Hﬂgg;
- e el Ph.

]

P S . I A
Foduced Un e af Meonwg A LA
PHOTOGRAPHS _
WRITTEN HISIORICAL AXD DESCRIPTIVE DAT
DI’mﬂlcx OF PENNSYLVANIA

Higtoriec american Buildings barvey
Ealoh W, Lezr, Pistrict Qfficer,
311 312 Lime Lauk Eulldlné
%ilkes-Barre, Penna,.




SILKNMAY HQUSE

Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pearsylvrnia
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Helirs of the Esteate.

Date of Brection

1840

Present Condition

Very moory well built, but badly in
need of repairs znd redecorating.

Number of Stories

Two story house, with busement and attic.

‘Materials of Consirwection

Foundations, hand made brick, Wwcod siding
Gacle roof. Tar paper now, originally
wood shingles,
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S1LEMAN HCUSE

Secranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania
N

Providence, named for Providence, ERhode Island, was
formed in 1770, 2 sixth of the township allotted by the
Susguehanna Company, to the Connecticut settlers. 4s a
townshin, Providence has lost its ldentity., 1t is now
two miles from Screnton, although incorvorated into the
firset and second wards of the city, preserves 1ts name,
through its postoffice and other independent features.
As a2 village, its growil was tardy untll 1826, when it
consisted of only two dwellings.

Severszl zenerations of Silkmans have lived in this
5ld nome, which was built in 1840 on 2066 North Nain
Avenue, Providence, by aron Silkman. John Silkman be-
longs to the family which was founded in this country by
John Silkman, 8r., a native of Germany, who emigrated to
the United States in 1770, and took an active part on the.
side of the colonists in the Hevolutdionary War, Jacod ) R

Silxwan, son of John Silkman was born in New York, and in . -~ =
1Sh9, moved t¢ Providence on Mzin Avenue, There were thenm ' -
only four houseg in Providence. o :

§illiam Silkman, elso & son of John S$Silkman, bought
this home from his cousin,Aron Silkman, & few years after -
it was built. There, he resided antil his desth in 18Tk,

-During his life he did an important business in the buy-
ing and selling of coal lands and real estate, One of N
his chief ambitions was to secure the separation of. Luzerne.?.
from Lackawanna GCounty, and to this end, he spared nelther - . .
time nor money, for years, spending his winters in Harris- -
burg, Pennsylvania, working in the interests of the new
county and fighting the Luzerne forces. He died 2 few
years before his ambition was reallized. S

Miss Sarsh Auguszsta Silkman, deughter of ﬁilliam, and
last member of the family which has occupted ‘this house for)
nearly a century, died about one month ago, (May, 1936) at-
the old homestead. She was a young woman, Just flnishing
college when Scranton became & city. Her memories of the
old days, if they could have been made into a lastlng
record, would have furnished much interest and value o
future historians. She was an eccentrlc voman, howeVer
and any knowledge of the early history of Scranton, was
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never written down for the benefit of posterity. Miss Silk-
men lived for nearly nlne decades in the old homestsad.

Her death ended a chapte. in tiie history of a family, whioh
over a psriod oi many years, loomsd largs, not ohly in the
North Screnton section, but in the city as a whole.

The architecturs of the Silkmen House is of the Gresk
Revival period. It is a frame building coversd with flush
wood siding of random widaths. The foundations are of briok
and in most cases, thess are hand-made. The size of the house
is 264x44%. It hes two stories, a basement and an attio.

The basement oontains three principal rooms, a kitohen,
dining-room, and a vegetable storage room. There is a ocal
renge in the basement, made in 1840, which has not been
used in many ysars. The Cirst floor has a front entrance
hall, with the parlor, diningeroom, living room, and bed
room, leading off from it. There are three smaller rooms
in the rear, a pantry and two storage rooms. There 18 a
fireplacs in the living room whicn has a wood mantel, and
a metal front, but this is slosed.

On the second floor, there 1s a long hall, connecting
the three large bedrooms, and two storage rooms. - The mnook
on-'the second floor, and the san porch on the first floor
are both later additions.

The house presents & very gloomy appearance. 1ts -
long front, double~hung windows are protected with louvered
shutters, which are closed. The house is in fairly good
conaition, but is badly in nesed of new peint and some re-
pairs. 1t is said, that the house has not been paintsd in
about thirty years.

The front aoor is very heavy and has on it, the origi-
nal latec:.es, and a bronze name~-plats, whioh is very old.

In front of the houss, is a dsoorated cast iron fence,
which is still in good condition. :

Historic Material obtained from: "Hi tbheook's Hlstory* e
Scranton Times, (newspaper) 1936, kay. :
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